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the practice was authorised in some houses of the Temple.
Sodomy was not uncommon in the East and did not arouse
the detestation that it did in Europe. An important point is
the number of Templars who frankly repeated the form of
permission to engage in homosexuality under examination,
and only realised the significance of the words when the
examiners explained them. While, however, there exists a
suspicion that homosexuality was in fact allowed in some
preceptories, the evidence that the brethren engaged in it is
negligible.
Much play was made with the charge that the Grand
Master and other chiefs of the Order usurped the functions
of the priest by giving absolution and extended the absolution
to unconfessed sins. It seems very likely that confusion arose
between absolution for sins and forgiveness for disciplinary
offences. The words used by the dignitaries at the end of
the chapter were stated by a considerable number of witnesses
to be: "The sins you have, either through shame or fear,
failed to confess, we, in accordance with the authority
bestowed on us by God and the Pope, forgive you, so far as
we are able ". This formula could be interpreted in two
ways, but while some brethren deposed that they took the
words to mean that they were absolved for their sins, whether
confessed or not, the weight of the evidence supports the view
that the brethren generally regarded the Master as referring
only to breaches of discipline. When questioned on this
point, the leaders of the Order were emphatic in contesting
the charge that they abrogated to themselves the duties of
the priesthood.
The Rule of the Order laid down that a recruit should be
given the kiss of peace on reception. Many Templars
admitted that on their reception they were forced to give
kisses on the navel and elsewhere, and this evidence is
probably true. The practice seems to have been widespread,
especially in France, but attempts to prove that the Rule